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DO NOT PRINT YOUR LICENSE NUMBER.
While, so far as we know at the time of writing,

no rule on the point has been made by the Inter-
nal Revenue people, it is announced as being un-
desirable that physicians print on their prescription
blanks the number of the federal license issued
under the Harrison law. Blanks with the number
printed on,. might easily be stolen and a name
forged and the prescription taken to some drug
store where the signature of the physician is un-
known. In all probability, if many physicians do
have their number printed on the blanks, a rule
will* be made to stop it, and so it is just as well
not to do what we are advised would be ob-
jectionable. The law is a good, law and it is
working out well and smoothly; we should do
everything in our power to help in -the adminis-
tration of a measure that will do more than we
ever could to prevent the refilling of dangerous
prescriptions and the unlawful sale of what we
know better. than any other class to be the most
dangerous and destructive of drugs. It is not the
letter nor the spirit of the law nor *the purpose
of its administration to hamper, in any way, any
physician in the regular and legitimate practice
of his profession; it is merely intended to stop the
commercialization of drug vice.

HEALTHY GROWTH IN CALIFORNIA.
Every three years, according to the by-laws, the

House of Delegates of the A. M. A. appoints a
committee -on reapportionment, which committee
goes over the membership returns of the several
state associations and determines the number of
delegates which each state shall have for the next
succeeding three years. This was the year of re-
apportionment and the report of the committee,
made but two changes; California was given one
more delegate, so for the next three years we
shall have four delegates and not three, as pre-
viously. This is indeed a- pleasant thing to re-
cord, for the effort to strictly scrutinize all appli-
cants for membership in our county units as so
strongly recommended by the House of Delegates
of the State Society at its .last meeting, is being
distinctly felt. During the month of June three
applicants whose names were. sent in to be inves-
tigated, were refused membership for good and
sufficient reasons. Again let the recommendation
be urged, that no county unit elect an applicant
to membership until after his name has been sent
to the office of the State Society for a report. Un-
fortunately, all our county units have not adopted
this procedure as a routine and so occasionally
it is necessary to enroll the- name of some person
who would never have been elected had the mem-
bers of the county unit been in possession of the
facts in the applicant's history. We have for years
been compiling this information, but it is held
strictly private; it is never given out except in
proper circumstances and to authorized individ-
uals;' it is never permitted to be used merely for
the purpose of "knocking" anyone.

NARCOTIC DRUGS IN HOSPITAL USE.
The following correspondence with the Acting

Commissioner of Internal Revenue clears up a
point on which there has been a good deal of dis-
cussion and inquiry; that is, how the - Harrison
law applies to the use of narcotics ordered by
the attendant physician for a patient in a hospital:

DR. JAMES H. PARKINSON,
1005 K Street.

May iith, I915.
Hon David A. Gates, Acting Commissioner of In-

ternal Revenue, Washington, D. C.
My Dear Sir-My attention was called, to-day,

to a ruling of yours in relation to records in hos-
pitals. Enclosed sheet, which is copied from the
Uniontown, Pennsylvania, Hospital, has, I be-
lieve,' met with your approval. I fully realize the
difficulties of putting the law- into operation and,
as far as I can see, the greatest difficulties will
arise in connection with hospital administration.
I should like a ruling on the following poin'ts:

I. Given a case in hospital in which it is neces-
sary to administer sedatives, once or twice or as
may be required, directions for same to be entered
on the chart. What is the most simple procedure
that will be permitted under the law? For your
guidance I enclose a chart with the form that I
have always followed. Is this permissible? If
not, what- will be necessary to make it conform
with the law?

2. Is the usual business signature of a physi-
cian sufficient or must he, as appears to be 're-
quired, write his name in full?

3. In a case in private practice where a nurse
is in charge and where it is necessary to give
sedatives hypodermically, I have ordered the hypo-
dermic tube as a prescription and have written
the usual directions. These have been modified
verbally to the nurse or noted on the chart, ac-
cording to circumstances. Is this sufficient?

These rulings will be furnished to the local So-
ciety and published in the JOURNAL of the State
Society, of which I am Councilor for this -district.

Respectfully,
(Signed) JAMES H. PARKINSON.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON.

Qffice of Commissioner of Internal Revenue.
In replying refer to
M-n o614.
Narcotic Laws. May 26, I915.

Dr. James H. Parkinson, IOO5 K Street,
Sacramento, Cal.

Sir-Replying to your letter of May IIth, en-
closing a form of record of narcotic drugs you
desire to make use of in the Mater Misericordie
Hospital, at Sacramento, Cal., you are advised
that' this form, provided the total amount of nar-
cotic drug administered to each patient is - indi-
cated thereon at the time the patient is discharged
and before filing with the pharmacist or other
person in charge of the duplicate order forms,
meets the approval of this office.
The initials or signature of the physician uinder

whose direction the narcotic drugs avre administered
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should appear on each of these sheets.
W,hat the Government desires is a record of the

kind and quantity of narcotic drugs administered
to each patient in such institutions as will balance
with the record of drugs received as indicated by
the duplicate order forms on file.

Respectfully,
(Signed) G. E. FLETCHER,

Deputy Commissioner.
MATER MISERICORDIAE HOSPITAL.

Nurse's Clinical Record.
Dr. James H. Parkinson. No. I.

Patient, Mr. X. Room 17. Date, May 12, 19I5.
If in pain give i/i6 M. Sulph. per hypo and re-

peat in 4 hours if necessary. J. H. P.
Give M. Sulph. I/24 to i/i6 when necessary to

relieve pain. J. H. P.
Give '4 gr. M. Sulph. per hypo. If this does

not seem to relieve, repeat in one hour. Nothing
further without orders. J. H. P.

Prepare patient for operation (appendix) IO
a. m. tomorrow. Usual hospital operative prep-
aration. J. H. P.

This last ("usual hospital operative prepara-
tion") will include a hypodermic of quarter grain,
Morph. Sulph. at 9:30 a. m.

DR. RODMAN AND "THE COLLEGE."
Why Dr. Rodman should have dragged into his

presidential address some laudatory remarks about
the American College of Surgeons is a mystery,
but it is none the less a fact that has excited a
good deal of adverse comment. It does not mat-
ter what the college is or what it stands for or
what it has done or what it is going to do or
what it thinks it is going to do; it has nothing
to do with the American Medical Association in
any way whatsoever. This college of surgeons is
a purely voluntary, proprietary organization of men
who brought themselves together for stated pur-
poses; they may or they may not attain those pur-
poses; but that too has nothing to do with the
case. It seems clearly out of place to announce
an intention of discussing the work of the Ameri-
can Medical Association and then proceed to talk
about an organization which has nothing to do
with the Association. And the criticism of this
proceeding was not confined to outsiders; not a
few members of the college itself were very free
in their words of adverse comment.

THE MEDICAL PERIOD.
The period from June 14 to 28 was set aside

by the Exposition people as a sort of general medi-
cal period and a very considerable number of medi-
cal and kindred organizations met in San Fran-
cisco at that time. In addition to the American
Medical Association, there was the important
meeting of the Pan-American Medical Congress
which was called on the invitation of the President
of the United States as authorized by act of Con-
gress of March 3, 1915. The Congress is officially
composed of representatives from the following
countries: The Argentine Republic, Bolivia, Brazil,
Canada, Colombia, Cuba, Chile, Costa Rica, El Sal-

vador, Ecuador, Guatemala, Honduras,- Haiti,
Hawaii, Mexico, Martinique, Nicaragua, Panama,
Paraguay, Peru, Santo Domingo, United States,
Uruguay, Venezuela, British Guiana, Dutch Gui-
ana, French Guiana, Jamaica, Barbadoes, St.
Thomas and St. Vincent.

Non-affiliated societies convening also in connec-
tion with the Panama-Pacific Exposition were the
Pacific Coast Oto-Ophthalmological Society, June
14 to i6; American Society of Tropical Medicine,
June 14 to i6; American Association Medical
Milk Commissions, June I7 to I9; American
Climatological and Clinical Association, June i8
and i9; American College of Surgeons, June 21;
American School Hygiene Association, June 25
and 26; American Association of Medical Exam-
iners, June 2I; American Therapeutic Society,
June 2I and 22; American Proctologic Society,
June 2I and 22; American Hospital Association,
June 21 to 25; Medical Association of the Isth-
mian Canal Zone, June 23 and 24; Pacific Asso-
ciation of Railway Surgeons, June 25; American
Academy of Medicine, June 25 to 28; June 20
to 27, the Nurses' associations, consisting of The
National League of Nursing Education, California
State Nurses' Association, American Nurses' Asso-
ciation, and the National Orgapization for Public
Health Nursing.

MERELY MONEY!
How ingeniously pathetic is the average business

man! Money is the God of all Gods; the in-
coming of capital is to be rejoiced at regardless of
its use or its origin or anything pertaining to it
except the ring of the cold metal! The Law
brothers are still respected citizens, directors of
banks and Y. M. C. A.'s, unless there has been
a change, and no business man with whom they
associate seems to object to the fact that their
large monies are about as clean as the small monies
of the pimp, the panderer and the white-slaver.
And now comes the "Monthly Bulletin of the Cal-
ifornia Development Board" announcing with the
fatuously childish joy of a business man, the won-
derfully gratifying fact that a factory is to be
established in Los Angeles for the purpose of the
local manufacture of-Coca Cola!!

GOOD LEGISLATORS-AND OTHERS.
It has reached the attention of the JOURNAL

that some members of the last legislature who stood
for better medical legislation have felt somewhat
disturbed or annoyed because of our mild criticism
of the net result of legislative effort. No single
legislator who stood out for higher medical stand-
ards or for not reducing medical standards has
any reason to feel hurt. Certainly the Society
and all its members are grateful to all such for
having done their duty by the people of the State
of California. The contention of tihe JOURNAL
was not that all knew better and did wrong, but
that most of those who opposed high standards or
who stood for reducing standards of medical effi-
ciency for licensure, knew better. Nearly every


